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MEET TOUR TREASURER . . .
I f  having lived in nine different states across the 
country in her span of 30 odd years is a pre­
requisite for the job of treasurer on a League board,
Karen Strain f it s  the b i l l ’. (Pardon the pun.) Would 
you believe that she was born in Kansas, grew up in 
Washington State, graduated from high school in Long 
Beach, California, attended the University of Maryland 
while her parents then lived in D.C.? Upon graduation 
from the University and obtaining a B. S. in Math as 
well as meeting her husband, Bob, Karen worked as a 
Systems Engineer for IBM in the Baltimore/Washington 
area. She and Bob then moved to Burlington, Vermont 
where Karen consulted in systems work (along with 
beginning a family) while her husband finished his 
residency in radiology.
Two other moves were in store for Karen and her 
family before settling in Maine in 1973* Karen Kennebec Valley LWV
promptly joined the League to ’’become more familiar 
with state government and its issues.’’ Commitment
came quickly as Karen is past President of the K V League and is currently 
publications/finance chair within that League, along with serving on the 
State Board.
As i f  League work does not keep her busy enough, Karen has volunteered in 
Dresden schools where they live, been instrumental in setting up a library  
and playground there, and is currently on the Dresden School Committee.
I f  you can believe it , Karen has energy enough to raise sheep, ski, play 
tennis, and she and Bob enter white water canoe races around Maine. In 
1977 they placed third in the Eat’ l. Whitewater Open Canoe Championships:
Karen Stram
The State Board is delighted to have Karen in its presence. Her in te lli ­
gent thoughts on a l l  subjects of discussion at meetings, her willingness 
to go beyond her portfolio as Treasurer and become involved in the State 
Energy Committee, as well as Budget and Fundraising Committees, should be 
a good example to a l l  of us for "to ta l board commitment".
AHD TOUR ENERGY CHAIR
A familiar League friend to many of us is Bonnie 
Anderson who joined the League back in 1965 in 
Vermont while her husband was a medical resident 
at the University. Bonnie (whose educational 
major was in Dance at the Boston Conservatory of 
Music and Goucher College) joined the local EQ 
committee and it marked the beginning of an 
environmental awareness for the Andersons.
Reading about pollution, nuclear power, presti- 
cides, land use, etc., was shared with her three 
children and husband.
Through the League, she was appointed to South 
Burlington's "fa ilin g " recreation committee whose 
eventual successes included the creation of an 
adult education program, the hiring of a fu l l  
time director, and the purchase and creation of 
a town waterfront park. Bonnie Anderson 
Portland Area LWV
When the Andersons moved to Maine in 197^> the f ir s t  new organization Bonnie joined was, 
you guessed it , the local League of Women Voters 1
After being Unit Chairman for Falmouth, and serving on the PAL Board in administrative 
areas, she joined the Portland Area Energy Committee. By being interested, enthusiastic 
and available, the State Energy Chair position beckoned. Under her guidance informative 
regional energy forums w ill  take place this late winter and early spring. A brochure 
on the risks, economics and choices regarding nuclear power is also planned. I f  the 
results of her committee's work on these two projects match Bonnie's commitment to the 
League and enthusiasm for the topic of energy, watch for excellent results!
Now that her daughter is in college and one son is away at prep school, only a seventh 
grade son keeps her in the carpool! Maintaining an active interest in her church, she 
only wishes that she could read while she jogs in order to have time for both.
The State Board wishes to thank 
the Portland Area League for 
including the VOTER in the 
mailing of its Bulletin  
thereby saving the state 
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February 2-3










V  WORKSHOPS PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES \
Participants w ill prepare Candidates w ill present \
,i Warrants on major po litica l issues. positions and exchange views
cgr with participants. <3
o5
PURPOSE: Opportunity for citizens to educate themselves and to 
express their feelings on important issues. Citizens 
be. able to ask candidates questions on the issues.
Organized by: Sr are Town Meet ins: Conmirree
(LWV is one of many co-sponsors)
ENVIRONMENTAL OJJALHY LIBERTIES
A rea lly  exciting project has 
come to my attention. A National Coast 
Alliance has been formed to bring to public 
awareness the immense value o f the coast and 
its  resources. (Refer to Gwynne Briggs' a rtic le  
in this Voter fo r  more deta ils .)
Since Maine has its  own Coast A lliance, the 
League intends to take an active part in the 
program. From a paper en titled  General Ideas 
fo r Y 0 C A c tiv it ie s , I  counted th ir ty - fiv e  
suggestions! My impression is , however, that 
they are not a l l  separate and d istinct. How 
about a series o f boat trips fo r the public 
from ports along Maine's coast, followed by 
sea food meals on board or on the pier, beach, 
etc.? These trips would be fun and educational. 
There w il l  be more ideas la ter and I  welcome 
any suggestions.
On a somber note, we have the tru ly  serious 
problem o f acid rain to face. The November 
23rd issue o f the MAINE TIMES did a rea lly  
fin e job o f reporting on this bad situation. 
Geologists and other scientists are busy 
studying, and I  have already heard what seems 
to be a difference o f opinion concerning loca l 
remedies. Of course, a l l  are agreed that the 
only foo l-p roof remedy is at the source o f the 
pollution. And, that would only prevent more 
poison, not correct the damage already done.
I  should like very much to be able to o ffe r  
assistance from the League i f  i t  is needed.
I  shall be in contact with the Local Leagues 
in January in regard to both o f the above 
topics. —Ruth Irwin
UNDRAISHTG COMMITTEE MEETS. R affle  Projec- 
Upcoming. The State Committee (Carolyn
Murray, Karen Stram, Karin Cox, PAL, and guest 
Diane Guldner, PAL Fundraising) met in early 
December to brainstorm the subject o f fund­
raising and what the goals might be fo r this 
year.
Ideas fo r  a R a ffle  Project were discussed and 
recent approval fo r  "go-ahead" was given by th« 
State Board.
Spurred on by a $100 contribution from L.L. 
Bean to be b illed  as a "Shopping Spree" fo r  
that amount, the Committee is currently busy 
looking fo r  additional items. The Project w il l  
have the theme o f Energy Conservation—a 
thermal window shade has recently been donated. 
(Any suggestions fo r  donations or "a t cost" 
items would be appreciated by the Committee.)
The exciting part fo r  Local Leagues whom, o f 
course, we are hoping w il l  assist in the 
se llin g  o f tickets, is that one-quarter o f a l l  
sales stays with that League! The State 
Board plans to use- its  proceeds toward 
expenses fo r  the Energy Forums and Nuclear 
Power brochure, as w ell as e ffo r ts  toward 
"Issues not Images" and "Get Out the Vote" in 
the Voters Service area.
More deta ils as the Project fa l ls  into place. 
Hopefully tickets and information w i l l  be 
available by la te January. Leagues w il l  have 
un til April to complete sales.
—Carolyn Murray, Fundraising Chairman 
781-2771
LEAGUE DAY AT THE LEGISLATURE
February 14, i 960
Birthday celebration plans are being formed. 
Invitations with details forthcoming.
fy j j  ( °j _ fa f] ,1/],
NEWS ITEM FROM JANE »»«  ]̂2© biennial 
"Winning With Women" seminar, sponsored by 
the Maine Commission fo r  Women, w i l l  be 
held in Portland on Saturday, January 12, 
1980 at Payson-Smith Hall, University o f 
Southern Maine/Portland Campus. The seminar 
is designed to encourage women to run fo r 
public o ff ic e  at a l l  leve ls  and inc ludes 
keynote speakers, panels, and workshops 
dealing with election  laws, organization, 
media, finances and other aspects o f 
campaigning. A second day-long seminar fo r  
northern Maine w i l l  be held in Bangor on 
January 26. Both seminars are bipartisan, 
open to the public, and free o f charge.
I t  is recommended that you confirm seminar 
with the University in Portland before 
attending. Jane: Crichton
TUNE IN O N . . .
PBS Television Jan. 3̂ -
fo r  B i l l  Moyers Special on P o lit ic a l Parties 
featuring Portland LWV member & teacher, 
Mary Jane McCalmon, as she conducts the 
League's Practical P o lit ic s  Unit in her 
high school classroom!! ! !
was formed to work fo r  its  protection and at th« 
same time fo r further public access ib ility  to 
the coast. The A lliance is also delegated to 
help federa l and state governments strengthen 
existing laws or formulate new ones to enhance 
th is protection.
Spurred on by the national group, several 
organizational meetings o f the Maine Coast 
Alliance have taken place this f a l l .  Maine is 
among the f i r s t  o f any o f the states to form 
such a group. On November 1, 1979; the group 
had its  f i r s t  meeting in Damariscotta and 
listened to the stimulating words o f the 
Chairperson o f the National Advisory Council o f 
the National Commission on Oceans and 
Atmosphere, Dr. Evelyn Murphy. She urged that 
groups and individuals consider i t  o f the 
utmost importance to acquire as much coastal 
land as possible fo r  public use by using funds 
from private organizations,.(e. g . , the Nature 
Conservancy) that often could be matched by 
federa l funds from the Heritage Conservation 
and Recreation Fund. Conservation easements on 
the parcels o f coastal land are also a very 
positive step fo r  the permanent protection o f 
coastal land.
irtnnrwn trm .IU.LIUUULinnnnlir
to r ’ s note: A rtic les  fo r VOTER are welcomed.
Two mors issues this League year 
w i l l  be printed. Deadlines fo r 
a rtic les  are the State Board 
meetings in February and April.
Subsequent meetings o f various environmental 
and■c iv ic  * groups, e . g., Audubon, LWV,
Chewonki Foundation, fishermen associations, 
State Planning O ffice (Esther L. o f course!) 
have worked on the structure and loose organi­
zation o f the Maine Coast A lliance. Karin 
Tilborg, o f Merrymeeting Farm, Bowdoinham,
Maine 04008, is serving as coordinator o f the 
project and is currently searching fo r  grant 
money to carry out the objectives o f the group. 
Four functions: l )  celebration o f Maine's 
unique coastal resource; 2) policy development; 
3) p o lit ic a l action and advocacy re. coastal 
issues, and b) public education were 
established as the group's goals. Task Forces 
have been formed in the follow ing areas and are 
in need o f support!
e ->
h) review state and natf l  coastal leg is la tion
b) events (educational)
c) fish ing interests
d) public access and use o f the shore
e) steering committee
f )  islands (management)
Call me, Gwynne Briggs, i f  you are 
interested or better yet, contact Karin 
Tilborg d irectly . Ruth Irwin, State Natural 
Resources Chairman, is also planning to take 
an active part in this e ffo r t.
--Gwynne Briggs, Gray, 829-5117 
--Karin Tilborg, Bowdoinham, 666-3^93
KERGY. At the October 11 Board Meeting 
o f the L ¥ V o f Maine, the revised Maine League 
Energy Position was passed.
In response to a request by the Board, Emily 
Farley (Ptlnd. LWV) Kay White, and Dorothy 
Powers (LWVUS) re-worked the wording so as 
to avoid con flic t with the National Energy 
Position. Two major revisions were made.
Since the'National position does recognize 
“ hat nuclear power has a place in the nation's 
energy mix and because a policy to eliminate 
nuclear power in Maine would have regional 
implications, the wording now re flec ts  our 
specific  stand, i . e . ,  opposed to licensing 
fo r  construction o f additional nuclear power 
plants.
The statement voicing opposition to exploring 
and developing offshore o i l ,  would have 
required a specific  in-depth study and 
consensus v is-a -v is  the Maine Outer Conti­
nental Shelf, and would therefore be a 
regional study. The National position does 
not oppose increased exploration fo r and 
production o f domestic o i l  and gas.
--Bonnie Anderson
Energy Position o f the LWV o f Maine *1
Adopted Sept., 13, 1978 
reviewed Sept., 1979 
Adopted Oct. 11, 1979
The L ¥ V o f Maine supports the adoption of 
a soft energy path oolicy, (leaning:
1. Increased conservation by
a. technical adjustments (e ff ic ie n t  
appliances, weatherization, e tc .)
b. socia l changes (carpools, walking, 
biking, use o f public transportatior 
reduced home e le c tr ic ity  use, e tc .)
c. removal o f institu tional barriers tc 
conservation (rate structure, 
building codes, e tc .)
2. Expanded use o f soft (renewable) 
technologies as energy sources.




d. small hydro-electric dams
The ecological and economic impact should be 
considered with reference to each specific  
project or proposal.
The League opposes licensing fo r construction 
o f additional nuclear power plants.
The League favors an independent study o f the 
potential environmental impact o f the present 
nuclear power plant and its  effluents.
In developing measures, p o lit ic a l or otherwis 
to encourage conservation and use o f renewabl 
resources, the League supports public edu­
cation and participation before, during and 
a fter decision-making.
The League supports rate reform which rewards 
the conserver; the special needs o f low 
income citizens should be considered in any 
rate changes.
CAUCUS PARTY 
January 23, 1980 
7:3'0 p. m.
Portland Public Library
Speakers: State Party Chairmen 
Hattie Bickmore, R.
Harold Pachics, D.
x x x x x ;< x x x x-x x x-x--x- x-x :< :< x x x x x-vf-x-x-x-x- x :<
To: Leagues in states which have r a t i f ie d  the ERA
From: Suzanne Jenkins, P ro ject d irec to r o f  ERA sales
League o f  Women Voters o f  Minnesota, 555 Wabasha, St. Paul, MN 55102
Once again I  am w ritin g  to  ask fo r  your support in our e f fo r ts  to  ra ise 
money fo r  the ERA. We are s e ll in g  the merchandise on the enclosed brochure. 
As you know a l l  p r o f it s ,  a fte r  expenses, w i l l  go to  the ERA warchest.
Even though your state has r a t i f ie d  the ERA, i t  doesn’ t  mean that you 
can s i t  snug and secure. U n til enough states have passed the amendment, 
to  make i t  become a national law, there w i l l  s t i l l  be inequality  fo r  
women. And remember, you may not always l iv e  in a sta te that has 
r a t i f ie d  the ERA. I t  is  up to  a l l  o f  us in every state to  pitch in .
The League o f  Women Voters o f  Minnesota would lik e  you to  reprin t 
our brochure order form in your next state b u lle tin  to  help bring 
in more sa les. As an in cen tive, we are o ffe r in g  a bonus with purchases 
o f  $5.00 and up. This o f fe r  w i l l  be good fo r  your sta te through 
January 31, 1980.
IF  you wish to  place a large order, but are short o f  cash, consider 
charging your purchases on a member’ s Visa or Master Charge and then 
reimbursing the member.
Thank you fo r  your e f fo r ts ,  and fe e l  free  to contact me i f  you need 
any more information.
Enclosure:
ERA Brochure S P E C I A L  O F F E R
IF YOUR ORDER TOTALS: YOU W ILL  R ECEIVE  F R E E :
$ 5.00 to $14.99....................... -your choice of 3 buttons, 3 bumper
stickers, 3 decals, or 1 of each. 
15.00to 24.99 ................................. ..apackageofl2notecards.
25.00 to 49.99 .............................a notebook with reusable cover.
50.00 or more  ............... your choice of a tee shirt or totebag.
When you send in your order, be sure to specify on the order 
Wank what your free item is. Don’t delay; get your order in NOW  
for prompt delivery. If you wish items to be mailed directly to 
someone other than yourself, be sure to write the address on the 
order blank. Happy shopping.
©  1978 Peterson Political Communications. Dist. bv Leaaue of W om en Voters
ORDER FORM
Item Price Quantity Total
T-Shirts $7.00
S— Adult $7.00 X =
M — Adult $7.00 X =
L— Adult $7.00 X
XL'A dult $7.00 X =
Lg Child's $7.00 X
Totebags $7.00 X =
Notebooks $4.00 X =
Notecards $2.50 X =
Buttons, Decals, Bumperstlckers
(Because of handling costs, ONLY available with order of another
item.)
1 of each 3/$t X =
3 buttons 3/$1 X =
3 decals 3/$1 X =
3 bumperstickers 3/$1 X =
Subtotal_________
Minnesota Residents Add 4% Sales T a x ----------------
(No Tax on T-shirts)
Order Total _________
NAM E________________________________________________________
A D D R E S S .___________________________________________________
j C IT Y _______ ____ _____________________________________________
| STATE. Z IP ___________________________________________________
M E TH O D  O F PAYMENT
□  My check or money order fo r___________is enclosed.
□  Please charge my Visa or Master Charge account. (Minimum
- charge— $10)
Visa account # __________________________ Expires__________
Master Charge # ________________________ Expires__________
CHARGE A U TH O R IZATIO N :
Signature_____ ________________________________________________
A DDITIO NAL B R O C H U R ES
Please enclose________brochures with order.
I will distribute them to friends and neighbors.
MAIL ORDER WITH PAYMENT 
OR CHARGE AUTHORIZATION TO:
ERA A Part of America
League of Women Voters of Minnesota
555 Wabasha, St. Paul, MN 55102
612/224-5445i i
The AMERICA logo T-shirt should prove 
popular with the young and the 
young-at-heart— both on-campus and off. It 
is also available in a smaller size for 
children.
© 1 9 7 8 . Peterson Political Comm
T-shirts





The AMERICA tote-bag makes a handy 
carry-all for shopping or whatever.
Nv-_____I
A M ER ICA
Tote-bags





* '  «  . by League of W om en Voters. | The AMERICA notebook is small enough to 
fit in a purse or large pocket for carrying to 
meetings or to a classroom.
ERA  A  part of America
Ail items are white, with logos and 
lettering in red and blue.
Send a message when you send a note with 
attractive AMERICA self-mailing notecards.
N o tebooks
(Standard 5* *  e")
$ 4 .0 0
(instudss postage and handling)
Traditional buttons, bumperstickers, and 
window decais are also available.
M U ST ACCOM PANY OTHER ORDER
N otecards
(Package of 12 with seals)
$2.50
(Includes postage and handling)
W indow  deca ls , 3/S1.00
B uttons and B um perstickers































































































































Jan. 2 Legislative Session Begins
10 State Board Meeting
16-18 NAT’ L BOARD MEETING
NAT'L PROGRAM PLANNING TIME 
23 LWV Legislative Reception
Blaine House--8:30-10 a.m. 
President's Council/Augusta 
10:30-1:00 p.ra.
Feb. 7 State Board Meeting
11-13 NAT'L. BOARD MEETING .
Ik HAPPY 60th BIRTHDAY LWVi 
League Day at Legislature 
Special Birthday Celebration 
over brunch or lunchl
March 12 President's Council/Portland 
13 State Board Meeting 
ANNUAL REPORTS TO NAT'L DUE
April 10 State Board Meeting
M a y .3 - 7  N A T 'L  CONVENT'ION/D. C.
8 State Board Meeting 
l6 State Convention/Lewiston
- a l l  members welcome to a l l  meetings-
